
CAPTAIN DANIEL HANEL 

Capt Daniel J. Hanel is the Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies, 
Detachment 10, Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps, The University 
of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. In this capacity, he is responsible for 
advising, mentoring, and evaluating the leadership capabilities of more 
than 100 officer candidates at The University of Alabama and three 
additional crosstown colleges: Marion Military Institute, Stillman College, 
and the University of West Alabama. Capt Hanel also serves as the 
Detachment Recruiting Officer, identifying and recruiting highly eligible 
candidates for participation in the Detachment's program.

Captain Hanel earned his commission in 2016 through the Air 
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps upon graduating from The Ohio 
State University, Columbus, OH. He attained a master’s degree in 
Applied Anthropology from University of North Texas, Denton, TX in 2023. 

Captain Hanel is an experienced Missile Combat Crew Commander, Instructor, and Emergency War Order 
Planner with 13,498 hours on nuclear alert operating the Minuteman III Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 
System. He has served 474 alert days in support of Operation GLOBAL CITADEL. As an additional duty, 
Captain Hanel has delivered 80 hours of Missile Combat Crew member instruction via simulator. Most 
recently, Captain Hanel served as Emergency War Orders Plans Flight Commander at Francis E. Warren 
AFB, Cheyenne, WY, overseeing and coordinating Wing-wide rapid and Nuclear Tasking Order directed re-
targeting operations, managing the creation and distribution of Top Secret and nuclear launch 
authentication materials, and supervising Missile Combat Crew Communications Security for the 90th 
Missile Wing. 

EDUCATION 
2016 Bachelor of Arts in French and Anthropology, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH 
2016 Nuclear and Missile Operations Initial Skills Training, Vandenberg Air Force Base, CA 
2022 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL 
2023 Master of Arts in Applied Anthropology, University of North Texas, Denton, TX

ASSIGNMENTS 
1. Jun 16 – Dec 16, Student, Nuclear and Missile Operations IST, 532nd TRS, Vandenberg AFB, CA.
2. Dec 16 – Jul 17, ICBM Deputy Missile Combat Crew Commander, 12th MS, Malmstrom AFB, MT
3. Jul 17 – Jun 18, ICBM Mission Lead Deputy Missile Combat Crew Commander, 12th MS, Malmstrom

AFB, MT
4. Jun 18 – Dec 19, ICBM Missile Combat Crew Commander, 12th MS, Malmstrom AFB, MT
5. Dec 19 – Oct 20, ICBM Missile Combat Crew Commander, 320th MS, FE Warren AFB, WY
6. Oct 20 – Apr 21, Squadron Instructor, 319th MS, FE Warren AFB, WY
7. Apr 21 – Jun 22, Chief of ICBM Combat Crew Communications, 90th OSS, FE Warren AFB, WY
8. Jun 22– Dec 22, EWO Plans Flight Commander, 90th OSS, FE Warren AFB, WY
9. Dec 22 – Present, Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies, Detachment 10, The University of

Alabama, AL



OPERATIONS EXPERIENCE 
Rating: Experienced ICBM Combat Crew Mission Lead/
EWO Planner 
Alert Hours: 13,498
Systems Operated: LGM-30G Minuteman III

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Air Force Achievement Medal
Combat Readiness Medal
Nuclear Deterrence Operations Service Medal with one 
oak leaf cluster

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Second Lieutenant 7 May 16
First Lieutenant 7 May 18
Captain  7 May 20

(Current as of April 2023) 




